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* A Midsummer-Night's Dream. ] This play was entered at 
Stationers' Hall, 0 &. 8, 1600, by Thomas Fifher. It is probable 
that the hint lor it was received from Chaucer’s Knight's Tale. 

There is an old black letter pamphlet by W. Bcttie, called Titan a 
and Tkefeus , entered at Stationers' Hall, in 1608 ; but Shakfpeare 
has taken no hints from it. Tifania is alfo the name of the Queen 
of the Fairies in Decker's Whore oj Babylon , 1607. Stervens. 

The Midfummer-Night's Dream I fuppofe to have been written in 
1 592. Sec An attempt to a/certain the order of Skakjpeare's Plays* 
Vol. II. Malone. 
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Persons represented.* 

Thefeus, Duke of Athens. » 

Egeus, Father to Hernia. 

Lvfander, ? • , • , 

> in love with Hcrmia. 

D-emetrius, 

Thiloflrate, Aleijler of the Revels to Thefeus. 

Quince, the Carpenter. 

Snug, the Joiner. 

Bottom, Ike Weaver. 

Flute, the Bellows-mcndcr. • 

Snout, the Tinker. 

Starveling, the Tailor. 

Hippolyta, Queen of the Amazons , betrothed to 
Thefeus. 

Hermia, Daughter to Egeus, in love with Lyfander. 
Helena, in love with Dcmetiius. 

Obcron, King of the Fairies. 

Titania, Qiiecn of the Faints. 

Puck, or Robin-goodfellow, a Fairy. 
Peafebloffom, 

Cobweb, 

Moth, 

Mullard-feed, 

Pyramus, 

Thifbe, 

Wall, 

Moovjhine, 

Lion, 

Other Fairies attending their King and Queen. 
Attendants on Thefeus and Hippolyta. 

SC EKE, Athens, and a Wood not far from it. 

• The enumeration of petfom wai firft made by Mr. Rowe. 

Stesvini. 



> Fairies. 



CharaBcrs in the Interlude 
performed by the Clowns. 
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MIDSUMMER - NIGHT’S 

DREAM. 



ACT I. SCENE I. 

Athens. A Room in the Palace of Thcfeus. 

Enter Theseus, Hippolyta, Philostrate, and 
Attendants. 

The. Now, fair Hippolyta, our nuptial hour 
Draws on apace ; four happy days bring in 
Another moon: but, oh, methinks, how flow 
This old moon wanes! Hie lingers my defires. 

Like to a ftep-dame, or a dowager, 

Long withering out a young man’s revenue. * 

Hir. Four days will quickly deep themfelves in 
nights ; 5 

Four nights will quickly dream away the time; 
And then the moon, like to a filver bow 

* Like to a Jlep-dame , or a dowager, 

Long withering out a young man's revenue. ] The authenticity of 
this reading having been qucflioned by Dr. Warburton, I (hall 
exemplify it from Chapman's Tranflation of the 4th Book of Homer . 
“ — there the goodly plant lies withering out his grace.** 

Sixevxns. 

“ — — Ui piget annus 

*» Pupillis , tjuos dura premil cujlodia matrum , 

“ Sic mihi tarda Jluunt ingrataque temporal Hor. 

MALONI. 

J fteep tkemfelves in nights; ] So, in Cymheline , Ad V. fc. iv. 

“ ■ neither deferve, 

“ And yet arc peep'd in favours.” Steevbns. 

B 3 
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New bent' in heaven, (hall behold the night 
Of our folemnities. 

The. Go, Philoflrate, 

Stir up the Athenian youth to merriments ; 

Awake the pert and nimble fpirit ol mirth; 

Turn rticlancholy forth to funerals, 

The pale companion is not for our pomp. — 

[Exit Philostrate, 

Hippolyta, I woo’d thee with my fword, 

And won thv love, doing thee injuries ; 

But 1 will wed thee in another key. 

With pomp, with triumph, and with revelling. * 

Enter Egeus, Hermia, Lysander, and Demetrius. 

Ege. Happy be Thcfeus, our renowned duke ! * 

« New bent — — — ] The old copies read — Now bent. CorreQed 
by Mr. Rowe. Malone. 

f With pimp % with triumph , and with revelling. By triumph, 
as Mr. Warton has old'erved iu his lute edition of Milton’s Poems , 
p. 56, wc are to uuderUand Jltows , fuch as mails, revels, He. So, 
•gain in A mg Henry VI. P. IU: 

“ And now what refts, but that we fprnd the time 
** With ftaiely triumphs* roiilhful coinick (hows, 

44 Such as befit life plcafuies of the courts” 

Again, in the prelate to Burton's Anatomic oj Melancholy, 1624: 
“ Now come tidings of weddings, nr. t (kings, mummeries, eutcr- 
tainments, trophies, triumphs , revels, fports, playes.” Jonfon, as 
the fame gentleman obferves, in tire title of his mafque called Love's 
Triumph through Catlipoiis* by triumph fecras to have meant a grand 
proccliion ; and in oue of the Rage-directions , it is faid, 44 the 
triumph is feen far olF.” Malone. 

t our renowned duke! ] Thus in Chaucer’s Knight's Tale: 

44 Whilom as olde flories telleu us, 

44 There was a Duk that highte Thcfeus, 

44 Of Athcncs he was lord and governour,” 8tc. 

Mr. Tyrwhitt’s edit. v. 861, 
Lidgate too, the monk of Bury, in his tranflation of die Tragedies 
BoehnSy calls him by the fame title, chap. xii. 1. 2t; 

♦ 4 Duke Thcfeus had the viftoryc.'* 
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The. Thanks, good Egeus: What’s the news 
with thee ? 

Ece. Fuji of vexation coine I, with complaint 
Againll my child, my daughter Hermia. — 

Stand forth, Demetrius; — My noble lord. 

This man hath my confent to marry her : — 

Stand forth, Lyfander; — and, my gracious dnke. 
This hath bewitch’d 7 the bofom of my child: 
Thou, thou, Lyfander, thou hall given her rhitnes. 
And interchang’d love-tokens with my child: 
l hou haft by moon-light at her window fung, 
With feigning voice, verfes of feigning love; 

And ftol n the impreflion of her fantaly 

With bracelets of thy hair, rings, gawds,* conceits, 

Creon, in the tragedy of jocojla , tranflated from Euri/ides in 
l566, is called Duke Creon. 

So likewife Skelton: 

“ Not lyke Duke Hamilcar, 

44 Nor ljke Duke Afdruba'.l.” 

Stanyhurft , in his Tranflation of Virgil , calls .Eneas , Duks 
Aeneas ; and in Heywood’s Iron Age, Tart II. i 632, Ajux is ftyled 
Duke Ajax, Palamedcs , Duke Pulamedes , and Neftor , Duke Ncf- 
tor , kc. 

Our vcrfion of the Bible exhibits a fimilar mifapplication of a 
modern title; for in Daniel iii. 2 . Nebuchadonozar, King of Ba- 
bylon, fends oat a funtmons to the Sheriffs of his provinces. 

Si EEVENS. 

7 This hath htwiick'J — ] The old copies read — This man hath 
bewitch’d-—'. The emendation was made for the fake of the me- 
tre, by the editor of the fetond folio. It is very probable that the 
compolitor caught the word man from the line above. Malone. 

* gawds, ] i. e. bauhl-s, toys, trifles. Our author has 

the word frequently. See A. John. Ad 111. fc. v. 

Again, in Appius and Virginia* ibjh : 

44 When gain is no grain! tier, 

14 And gaudts not fet by,” Ac. 

Again, in Drayton’s Mooncalf: 

44 and in her lap 

44 A lort of paper puppets, gauds and toys.’ 

The Rev. Mr. Lambe, in his notes on the ancient metrical hiftory 
of the Battle aj Fled Jen, obferves that a gau/d is a child's to) , and, 
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Knacks, trifles, nofegays, fweet-meats ; tneffengers 
Of firong prevailment in unbardcn’d youth: 

W ith cunning haflthou filch'ci my daughter’s heart; 
7 tim’d her obedience, which is due to me. 

To fiubborn harfhnefs : — And, my gracious duke, 
Be it fo fhe will not here before your grace 
Confent to marry with Demetrius, 

1 beg the ancient privilege of Athens; 

As ili e is mine, I may dilpofc of Iter: 

Which ili n i i be cither to this gentleman. 

Or to her death; according to our law,* 
Immediately provided in that cafe. 1 

The. What fay you, Hcimia? be advis’d, fair 
maid : 

To you your lather fhor.ld be as a god; 

One that com; os’d your beauties; yea, and one 
T o whom you are but as a fotm in wax, 

By him imprinted, and within his power, 

1 o lease the figure, or disfigure it. ’ 

Demetrius is a worthy gentleman. 

H m. So is Iy lander. 

r J he. In himfelf he is: 

But, in this kind, wanting vour father’s voice, 

7 iie other iinifl be held the worthier. 

that the childicn in the North, call their play-tliings gowdys , and 
their baby-bcute a gowdy-koufe. STEEVINS. 

9 Or to her death ; according to ovr law , ] By a law of Solon's, 
parents had an abfolute power of life and death over their children. 
So it fuited the poet’s purpofe well enough, to fuppofe the Athe- 
nians had it before. — Or perhaps he neither thought nor knew any 
thing of the matter. Wakbuxton. 

* Immediately provided in . that cafe. ] Shukfpcarc is grievoufly 
fufpeded of having been placed, while a boy, in an attorney's office. 
*3 lie line Lcforc us lias an undoubted fmack of legal common-place. 
Poetry difcluims it. STE EVENS. 

* To leave the f^ure, or disfigure it. ] The fenfe is, you ou/e to 
your Jot her a being which he may at flcajure continue or dejiroy. 

Johnson. 



